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boundaries. In the second class come Wheatley and Kidlington.
These are examples of the new tendency towards the establishment
of satellite towns at convenient points on the main roads, a great
many of whose inhabitants go daily into Oxford for their work.1
The development is of an essentially 'urban' character; the original
agricultural popuktions have been completely swamped, and the
villages have in a short time acquired an entirely new character.
Lastly, there are the contiguous parishes of Wootton and Sunning-
well. These include most of the wealthy residential area usually
known as 'Boars Hill', which is really a detached suburb rather than
a satellite village; the nucleus of an ancient village is almost absent,
the class composition is somewhat exclusive, and the wealth of the
residents makes them largely independent alike of local shops and of
public transport communications with Oxford.
In the next gradation of population density there are twenty-one
parishes with less than 0*5 but more than 0-24 persons per acre.
Almost all of these parishes have been somewhat affected by 'subur-
ban* developments, but in only a few of them, such as Horspath,
Drayton, Milton, and Cumnor, has this process yet gone far enough
seriously to modify their agricultural appearance and character.
At Eynsham and at Radley (including until 1936 the newly
created parish of Kennington) the low densities are misleading,
because the bulk of a large population is concentrated in small por-
tions of what chance to be very large parishes; both Eynsham and
Kennington have in fact become satellite villages like Kidlington
and Wheatley. In a group of parishes in the south-east of the district
(Dorchester, Clifton Hampden, Sutton Courtenay, Steventon, Mar-
cham) the relatively high density of population is not a new occur-
rence; it appears to be due to the presence of soils and situations
more than usually favourable to agriculture.
Next there come twenty-four parishes with more than o-io but
less than 0-25 persons per acre. With one or two exceptions, these
have been hardly touched by residential development. They are
purely agricultural and their densities are typical of agricultural
parishes situated upon poorer soils. They cover solid blocks of
country upon the north and north-east and on the south-east and
south-west edges of the Area. On the north and north-east the thinly
populated region still extends up to the boundaries of the city of
Oxford, though the opening of the northern by-pass road since
1935 shows signs of changing this condition.
Finally, there are nine parishes, mostly upon the extreme fringes
1 See Appendix IV.